SHEER. efficiency and 
teamwork. from Wycombe 
put .the predicted Dulwich 
revival in true perspective 
on Saturday. 

It took them less than half 


an hour to impress on their 


South London visitors there’s 
more to a championship ‘side 
than “names.” 


It takes a balanced blend of 
talents. And until manager 
Jimmy Rose develops such a 
quality among his squad, Ham- 
let cannot realistically ` be 
labelled title challengers. 

Wanderers cautiousy sized up 
their rivals, then struck via a 
John Delaney penalty shortly 
before the interval.. Larry Prit- 
chard and Robb Williams fol- 
lowed up with second half goals 
to leave no remaining doubts. 


But not everything went Wy- 
,combe’s way in Saturday’s 
¢Isthmian League opener. Three 
‘players — including Williams 
— were booked by referee 
Cooper during a ‘‘mad’’ seven 
‘minute spell as Wycombe be- 
gan to assume control. 
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Mr. Cooper himself came in. 


for some heavy criticism for his 
handling of a testing, occa- 
sionally rough clash. 

‘Where was a touch of the 


pre-match 





MIKE WHITESMAN at Loakes Park 
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Leeds United about Hamlet’s 
warm-up session, 

which frankly looked out of 
place in front of a sub-2,000 
crowd. Were they hoping to dis- 
guise their weaknesses by a dis- 
play of showmanship?’ 


If so, they -failed. But Dul- 
wich certainly kicked off confi- 
dently enough. 


Their forwards produced 
early, flattering flashes of speed 
to’ probe a Wycombe backline 
in which Jan Rundle was 
elected as partner to Delaney 
and Paul Birdseye wore the 
number three shirt. 


Hamlet however omitted 
young Micky Pratt, who. had 
notched a hat-trick in the pre- 
season humiliation of Blyth 
Spartans. And, despite players 
the calibre of Ken Jelly and 
Ray Major, their lack of fire 


power couldn’t be hidden for 


ever. 
Wycombe’s immediate strong 


point this season is in midfield, 
where Welsh 
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League 


hour, from the 


| THE illusion of a rejuvenated 
Dulwich after years in the 
lower reaches of the Isthmian 
lasted about half an 


moment when 


international ; 





they jogged two abreast on to the 


Loakes Park pitch and began- 


limbering up in the manner of 
Leeds United. 


This show Bisnis flourish, 
rare in amateur soccer, heightened 
hopes of a spectacular come-back 
by Dulwich now that they have 
a new manager, Jimmy Rose, and 
ten new players. 


But the Dulwich bubble lasted 
not much longer than the ball, 
which burst amid general merri- 
ment at a time when players on 
both sides were adding new 
dimensions of menace to their 
tackles, 


Fresh ideas 
With Smith the only survivor 


from last season’s Dulwich team, 
- which won only four times in 40 


` league matches, 
; doners began as 


the south Lon- 
if their idèas 
were as fresh as therr new yellów 
and blue strip.. 


Wycombe, League champions 
for the past two years, wilted at 
first and then turned tougher as 
the elbows, fists and boots began 
to fly. Total football, if it ever 
occurred to either team, was 
traded in for a familiar pattern: 
of uy. concealed violence. 
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Barry Davies combined so 


effectively alongside Williams 
and Pritchard in his debut. 
Powered by their linkmen, 


Wanderers finished good value 
for a 3-0 win — the most con- 
vincing of Saturday’s Isthmian 
programme. 


Manager Brian Lee can feel 
satisfied at the Blues’ first’ 90 
minutes. He must however re- 
serve doubts over the strength 
of a backrow which has yet to 
withstand concerted pressure. 


Elsewhere, like Davies (ex- 
Leatherhead), British Universi- 
ties player, Alan Gane, also 
made a distinguished start ‘to fit 
into an otherwise familhar line- 
up. And, with Micky Holifield 
and Keith Searle foraging 
threateningly up front, the Dul- 
wich defence could never fully 
settle. 


As the visitors found it in- 
creasingly difficult to stay with 
the champions, so. the tempera- 
ture rose. 


The referee soon tired of. 
<- warnings. Williams found his 
way controversially into the 


book for a 31st minute foul on 


The decision 
among home 


Trevor Bladon. 
caused uproar 


fans. But three minutes later 
they showed their approval. 
-when Mr.. Cooper booked the 


aggressive Graham Smith after 
an infringement on Wiliams. 


Another'four minutes and the 
off-form Bladon saved a prob- 
able goal but earned a booking 
by tripping Mick Holifield as 
the Wycombe number ten work- 
ed his way through. 


_ The incident took place out- 
side Hamlet’s area, leaving Wy- 


combe nothing but a free kick | 


for their troubles. But, clearly 
they had the measure of their 
visitors. 

Two minutes later the ball hit 
the back netting via the boot 


of John Delaney — only for. 


Mr. Cooper to insist on a pen- 
alty for handball! 


Wycombe hardly appreciated 
the decision. They were ap- 
peased „however when Delaney 
planted the spot kick into goal 
in the 4łst minute. 


Earlier in the period, both 
Searle and Gane troubled Dul- 
wich; who must already have 
wondered if they had bitten off 
more than they could chew. 


It could and should have 
been .2-0 by the interval. But a 


ghastly injury-time miss by 
Delaney let Dulwich off the 
hook. As Wycombe tried to 


force the ball home from a. 


corner off the left, Parsons mis- 
handled to leave Blues skipper 
Delaney an open invitation. 
But John scooped it high from 
close range with the outside of 
his boot. 











Remaining Dulwich confi- 
dence shattered in the 52nd min- 
ute. Davies poked the ball goal- 
ward, Holifield challenged Par- 
sons, and Pritchard outjumped 
Kenny Baker to head Wycombe 
two-up. 


Dulwich tried to fight their 
way back into the reckoning. 
But Wycombe were too com- 
manding a proposition for them. 


The final breakthrough had to 
come. And, with 62 minutes 
played, Williams followed up to 
send home the return after Par- 
sons stopped but couldn’t fully 
hold a stinging Pritchard drive. 


Three up with the points set- 
tled in their favour, Wycombe 
gave substitute John Hutchin- 
son his. first taste of league 
soccer for the season. Gane 
retired to a well deserved ova- 
tion. 


Within seconds, ancther 
chance went a begging, when 
Jelly failed to make full use of 
Ian Rundle’s half clearance. 


For the mest part though, 
it was Wycombe’s half and in- 
deed their match. The ball 
again crossed the Dulwich goal- 
line seven minutes from time, 
courtesy Holifield. But the luck- 
less striker saw his third “goal” 
n ~ three outings disallowed, 
this one for an infringement by 
Searle on Parsons. 


WYCOMBE: Maskell; Birdseye, 
Rundle, Delaney, Gamblin; Davies, 
Wiiliams, Pritchard, Gane (sub. 
Beeensans 65 mins.), Searle, Holi- 
eid. 


DULWICH: Parsons; Brooks, 
Baker, Bladon, Gaydon, P. Smith, 
Cc. Gedney (sub, Rogers, 66 mins. ), 
Jelly. Davidson, - Smith, R. Major. 


Referee: Mr. A. H. Cooper (Wy- 
mondham). 

Half-time 1-0. Goalscorers: 
Wycombe —Delaney {41 | pen), 


Pritchard (52), Williams (62). 


Official paying attendance: 
(Total approx. 1,700). 


1,505. 





2-0... and new-look Dulwich are set further back by a 
Loree Farsons out-positioned in | the early n 











